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Type Size and Line Spacing

On all First-Class Mail, Periodicals,
Standard Mail, Bound Printed Matter,
Media Mail, and Library Mail flats
mailed at presorted, automation, or
carrier route prices, mailers must print
the delivery address using at least 8point type (each character must be at
least 0.080 inch high). A sans serif font
is preferred. Addresses printed in all
capital letters are also preferred. These
additional standards apply to
automation price pieces:
■ a. The individual characters in the
address cannot overlap. The individual
lines in the address cannot touch or
overlap. A minimum 0.028-inch clear
space between lines is preferred.
■ b. Each element on each line of the
address may be separated by no more
than five blank character spaces. One or
two blank spaces is preferred. For
example, ‘‘ANYTOWN US 12345,’’ not
‘‘ANYTOWN US
12345.’’ A ‘‘blank’’
character space can equal the width of
the widest character in the address.
■ c. For pieces that bear a POSTNET
barcode with a delivery point routing
code under 708.4.2 or an Intelligent
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Mail barcode with a delivery point
routing code under 708.4.3, mailers may
print the delivery address in a minimum
of 6-point type (each character must be
at least 0.065 inch high) when all capital
letters are used.
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3.3 Additional Basic Standards for
First-Class Mail
All presorted First-Class Mail must:
*
*
*
*
[Revise introductory text in item f to
reference the new address standards as
follows (no change to items 1, 2, or 3):]
*

f. Bear a delivery address formatted
according to 302.2.4 that includes the
correct ZIP Code or ZIP+4 code and that
meets these address quality standards:
*
*
*
*
*
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Fmt 4700
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3.0 Basic Standards for Standard Mail
Flats
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3.3 Additional Basic Standards for
Standard Mail

3.0 Eligibility Standards for FirstClass Mail Flats
*
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Each Standard Mail mailing is subject
to these general standards:
*
*
*
*
*
[Revise item e to reference the new
address standards as follows:]
e. Each mailpiece must bear the
addressee’s name and delivery address,
including the correct ZIP Code or ZIP+4
code, except as allowed when using
alternative addressing formats under
602.3.0 or detached address labels
under 602.4.0. Format and position the
delivery address according to 302.2.0.
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